1.

BOOK REVIEW OF SIMONE ELKELES’
PERFECT CHEMISTRY
Submitted by:

Nararyani Pramuditha
Advisor:

Eta Farmacelia Nurulhady, S.S., M.Hum, M.A

Introduction

As teenagers, there are alot of things happen in the process of becoming an adult.
They live in the world to try getting the best future. Their goals are to continue living and
to survive. Some of them can get it, but the rest cannot. To get what is the best for their
future, they will do anything. Sometimes, they put themselves in a dangerous situation
because they make wrong decision. They lose control, but in the end they just want to
make their loved one proud. However, these issues make them into the person who has
desire to have abright future and to be themselves in anything that they do.

Simone Elkeles’ Perfect Chemistry is a novel that simultaneously addresses a
number of complex teen issues. It was first published in 2009 and became a New Y ork
Times Best Sellersin 2009. Perfect Chemistry tells a story about the real life hardship for
teenagers as they try to find their place in the world. Through the ups and downs, the
main characters of the book fight to reach their dream. They try to step forward and get
their dreams in their own way. This novel is interesting to review because it has good
messages dealing with respecting others, having faith in oneself, and working hard to
reach one’s dreams. The writer, Simone Elkeles, wrote the novel with an interesting plot,
a good storyline, enchanting characters, and themes of love, drama, and motivation. The
story becomes more interesting as it is told from two different point of views of the main
characters. Perfect Chemistry takes the reader to really feel both main characters in the
novel which has two different worlds. The purpose of this book review is to convey an
explanation about the strengths and weaknesses of the book.

Summary of Simone Elkeles’ Perfect Chemistry

There are two main characters. Brittany Ellis and Alex Fuentesin this novel. Both
of them have different life but are pursuing the same dream to have a bright future.

Brittany Ellis is an American girl who was born in a wealthy family. Everyone
thinks Brittany has a perfect life, but in reality sheisnot like what everyone thinks. Since
Brittany’s mother is a superficial woman who always wants her to look perfect in front of
everyone, people start to call her as ‘Miss Perfect’. It inhibits Brittany to achieve what
she really wants for her future. However, in all sorts of bad things that happensin her life,
she still believes and tries to be herself in order to get what she wants for her own future.

The other character is Alex Fuentes. He comes from a poor family. Alex’s father
was shot during a drug deal when Alex was only six years old. Alex joins the gang in
order to protect his family because of his father’s absence. From his background as a

1



gang member, Alex is struggling to have a bright future. He makes efforts to get into a
university so that he can make his mother proud. Living a hard life makes him look like a
bad guy but actually, he has a good heart within.

Brittany and Alex dislike each other at the beginning of the story. Alex thinks that
Brittany is “Miss Perfect’, a spoiled girl who has everything and a perfect life. While
Brittany thinks that Alex is a ‘Bad Boy’, a gang member who likes to consume drugs and
get drunk. Once, they become Chemistry partner in chemistry class. Starting at this point,
they start to know each other well. Later, bad assumptions that they thought about each
other are turned into the opposite. Brittany’s imperfections makes Alex becomes madly
in love with her. The same thing happens to Brittany. After knowing that Alex is actually
agood guy who has a good heart, Brittany falsin love with Alex. Brittany tells Alex that
she is in love with him, but she wants to hide their relationship from her friends and
family to protect both of them from judgement. However, Brittany immediately feels that
she does not really care with what her friends think about Alex.

3. Review of Simone Elkeles’ Perfect Chemistry

Perfect Chemistry is an interesting book to read. There are some interesting points
that comprise the strengths and the weaknesses of this novel which will be explained in
the following discussion.

3.1. The Strengths of Simone Elkeles’ Perfect Chemistry

The strengths of the novel Perfect Chemistry include the characters, setting,

theme and point of view. They are described as in the following discussion.
3.1.2. Character

Thefirst strength is the character and the characterization. It is stated in the article
“Elements of Fiction: Character” that, character is an important element of fiction.
Without a centra character, there is no story. The goal of the fiction writer is to create
characters that are likeable and memorable. Brittany Ellis and Alex Fuentes are created as
main characters. The heart and soul that Elkeles infuses her main characters with, that
makes them real which in turn, makes the reader care. In addition, the author describes
the character well, showing that she understands the teenagers matters deeply.

Brittany Ellis is described as an American girl. She isrich, popular, and trying to
keep up the act of perfection. Her mother always tells her to perfect. However, she
actually wants to be free and acts like herself without being perfect as her mother wants
her to be.

The readers can learn from Brittany Ellis that people have to be themselves and be
proud of it. Let people see the real, imperfect, flawed, beautiful and magica person we
are. Take control of our lifes and the choices that are best for us.

Alex Fuentes is described as a poor Mexican boy, living in the southside Chicago.
Everyone is afraid of him because he is a gang member, but the fact is, Alex is a good
guy with agood heart within, especialy his attitude towards Brittany. He is aso loves his
family so much.

From Alex Fuentes's character, the reader get alesson that not all Mexican have a
bad attitude. Although Alex is a gang member, still he has a good heart within especially
to the people he cared.

The different characteristics of Brittany Ellis and Alex Fuentes make this story
more interesting. Especially both of the characters have the same portion as centra
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character. Perfect Chemistry bring a great deal of teenagers to both characters. Elkeles
creates the two characters so complex by combining good and a bad personality with
their emotion and motivation.
Setting

The second strength of the book is the setting. Setting is the time, place, and
situation in which a story takes place. The setting of this novel is explained clearly
especially in the setting of place. In this novel, the setting is in the outskirts of Chicago.
This novel tells the reader about the lives of people who live in north side and south side
Chicago in the 21th century. The people from the south side and north side grew up in
different areas, and whichever side they livein, that what their social standard is.

Perfect Chemistry tells the difference between people in north side and the people
in south side to the reader perfectly well. In the book tells that both of the main characters
are from different area. Brittany Ellis lives on the north side of the outskirts of Chicago
Illinois and Alex Fuentesis a Mexican living on the south side in the outskirts of Chicago
[llinois. They do not like each other. In the book, Brittany states, “The kids on the north
side don’t really mix with kids from the south side. It’s not that we think we’re better
than them, we’re just different. We live in big houses on Lake Michigan and they live
next to the train tracks” (Elkeles, 2009:14). The interesting part is aso because the
author, Simone Elkeles, is born and live in Chicago. She describes the setting very clear
so that the reader can understand the life of the south side and north side Chicago very
well. The reader would not get it if they are not grown up in some of these places.
However, by reading Perfect Chemistry, the reader can be familiar with the place.

3.1.1. Theme

The next strength of the book is its theme. Theme is one of the main points in the
book. Theme is the central idea or meaning of the story. There are three kinds of themein
thisbook. Thefirst is ‘do not judge a person by his/her appearence’.

In the beginning of the story, Alex believes that Brittany is a rich girl with a
perfect life, but in reality, Brittany is not any of those things. She isjust like any normal
teenage girl with an absent father, a mother that always wants her to look perfect and a
sister who has a disability. Shetriesto be perfect, all in an attempt to be what her beloved
sister can never be. Brittany is afraid to show herself to people because she does not want
to destroy her perfect image and dissapoint her mother.

Likewise, in the beginning, Brittany believes that Alex is a bad boy who is a
member of the gang and dangerous. However, in reality, Alex isjust a kind hearted boy
who wants a bright future and love his family so much. Alex actualy wants to have a
bright future rather than living as a gangster. He joins the gang just to protect his family.

Through what happens to Brittany and Alex, Perfect Chemistry gives some
messages to the readers. First, do not ever judge anyone because we do not know their
story and what is really going on. Second, how people judge us it is not important. The
important thing is how we can be ourselves and do our best.

Another theme in Perfect Chemistry is very interesting for the reader, especially
those who have a dream to achieve and are trying hard to get it. The second theme is
‘teenage dream’. The book pictures the teenage dream in so many different ways. It is
represented in each character who is working hard to achieve hissher dreams. Alex
Fuentes at the beginning feels like he does not have a good future because he is a
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gangster and a lot of people think bad about him, but it turns out he can achieve his
dream which is quitting of the gang and getting into a university, then marrying Brittany
Ellis.

Brittany Ellis at the beginning of the story is not being herself because she does
not want to be perceived badly by others. She always does what her parents want, not her
own desire. However, she is findly able to go to college as she wants to, not as her
parents want. She can aso live independently.

Through this theme, Brittany’s character give some lessons to the reader not to
give up when facing problem. Brittany has so many problems but she still believes in
what she thinksis right and has the courage to chase after her dreams. The other character
in the book is Alex Fuentes who is from the south side and a member of a gang ‘Latino
Blood'. However, through the book, Alex maintains his teenage dream by making his
mother proud: being the first son in his family to go to college and making Brittany Ellis
fal in love with him. Both characters have the courage and desire to pursue their dream
so that they can be what they are dreaming and continue to live happier than ever.
Through that story, the novel will motivate the readers to achieve their dreams in the
future. People should be brave and confident in themselves to achieve their own dreams.

Another theme in this book is ‘diversity’. This theme makes the reader more
interested and love to read the book since both characters come from different
backgrounds yet they are in love with each other. This theme makes the reader more
interested and love to read the book since both characters come from different
backgrounds yet they are in love with each other. Perfect Chemistry has two different
characters and backgrounds, which indirectly wants the reader to know that love happens
to anyone without looking their background. Through this theme, Perfect Chemistry
gives the impression to the reader that this book is a good love story with a hopeful
message.

Point Of View

Another strength in this book is the point of view. Point of view is the angle of
considering things, which shows the opinion, or feelings of the individuals involved in a
situation. Point of view is the way the author alows you to "see" and "hear" what is
going on. Skillful authors can fix their readers attention on exact the detail, opinion, or
emotion the author wants to emphasize by manipulating the point of view of the story.

In this novel, it feels like the reader is the only one who is on their side. The
narration switches between Brittany and Alex, both characters narrate their own story.

The different viewpoints of each of the characters really gives the reader arealy
great understanding of the character and allows the reader to see the depth of them
instead of just seeing them as words on page.

The Weaknesses of Simone Elkeles’ Perfect Chemistry

Perfect Chemistry also shows some weaknesses in its cover and language. They
are described as in the following discussion.
Cover

The first weakness of this book is its cover. Book cover are so important.
According to Wilson, the cover is not only a billboard for the book, but, in a sense, the
first page of the story, because it is here that the book can communicate a little of the
style and mood of thetaleinside. A dark cover, with lots of shadow, can suggest a horror,
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while a bright white cover with clouds could suggest a motivational textbook. This is
important because it speaks to the emotions of the reader, engaging them on a deeper
level, and thus potentially not only securing a book sale, but setting the stage for whether
or not they will like the book in the first place. The cover can scare away a customer or
lure them in. (Taken from: http://deanfwilson.com/tag/cover-art/ Why Book Covers Are
So Important).

The cover of Perfect Chemistry is a picture of a blonde girl lying down while a
boy is on top of the girl and looks like he wants to kiss the girl. The background color on
the cover of the book is black, which makes it look like a mystery book. The models on
the cover of the book also shows the impression of erotic books.

Perfect Chemistry is a book for young teenager readers. The cover of the book
should look fresh, such as uses animated images to portray the character in the book and
adds the element of love in the book with the animated image of flowers. The background
color of the book, instead of using black color, could have been much better if it use
brighter colors such as yellow, light blue, white, soft pink or any other bright colors so
that the book will not ook like a mystery book but will look clearly like ateens romance
book.

Language

Another weakness of this book is the language. Language is a way to communicate
and to express human thoughts and feelings. Language is just only words in literature.
The writers needs to choose the right words, to reveal hig/her intentions because language
can also manipulate things in life. In Perfect Chemistry there are many Mexican
language/dialect appears especially from Alex and his family. Actualy, the use of
Mexican language helps the reader to become part of the story. However, it is hard to be
understood by the readers. There are some Mexican language that will be easy for the
reader to understand, such as “Mi familia’, “Nada’, “Si”, “Amigo” because probably the
readers are aready familiar with those words. Unfortunately, there are also some
Mexican language which the reader may not be familiar with, when they are not
Mexican. Not al readers know Mexican language. The readers will be lost in tranglation,
especially if there is no connection with English sentences. It will be easier if thereis a
tranglation of Mexican expression to English under the story, especialy for the long ones.
It will make it easier for the readers to understand the meaning. Thus, the reader can read
comfortably.
Conclusion

Perfect Chemistry is a teen romance book. This book tells the story of two
different teenagers trying to get their dream. The main character Brittany Ellis and Alex
Fuentes are from different side of town yet they are in love with each other and have the
same dream to achieve.

Perfect Chemistry by Simone Elkeles presents an interesting theme, character,
setting and point of view. There are several themes in this. They are: ‘do not judge a
person by his/her appearence’, ‘teenage dream’ and “diversity’. These themes make the
story interesting and in each themes give a good message to the readers. By being proud
of oneselves and having faith, one can enjoy living hig/her life as teenager. Beside those
themes, the character and the characterization also become the strengths of this book. The
different characteristics of two main characters in this book make the readers not feel
bored to read. Another strength in this book is the point of view. It takes the reader to be
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both of the two main character in the book. In addition, it is exciting that the readers get
to read what both of the main character are thinking and feeling. However, there are some
weaknesses found in the book. The book cover is not very interesting to look and the use
of Mexican language that appears in the book is hard to be understood by the readers. If
they are trandated, it will be easier for the reader to understand.

Findly, with many strengths and weaknesses, Perfect Chemistry is a
recommended book to read by readers. This book has a good storyline. Perfect Chemistry
gives people message that is to be themselves no matter what. This book can also
motivate the readers to have dreams for a bright future and not be afraid to show
weaknesses because nobody is perfect in thisworld.
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